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A chief executive’s mega pay rise, a multimillion dollar new council
building. a U-turn on a major roading project - these are trying
times for Kapiti ratepayers. Mayor Jenny Rowan is bearing the

brunt of political fallout, amid claims her council is “out of control’.

Anthony Hubbard reports.
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HERFE are choods over Kapiay
ardd & nneny bieard cari s
tha TRAANCT S Eate,
Hespapcin b piopd e Calling
B AR G5 EroUhile lovia
rmining dossrs MBapt JonEy
Foorwam, @ politheian whs by her oum
sdmisebon b Eecing “a perfact dorm”
Fapial Comst Dilstrict Counscll ramely
seizes the country's imagination, bud thils
eaar it b - by giving i chlef exeogiive a
T 000 pacy' e, Thae thursder boomed,
How can the poor ofd rafepayers inas
drda digbbed "Cod's waliing rooes™ afford
this® Even hs Rowan nowr conoedes that i
could hanve beer Banded beer
Ther muaeior b Ereomn o ke wrlder workd
as Bl of “thee mosl ‘oul” keabdan oouple (o
Do Danlarsd", il Pt 1 Sha and her
partreer. Joods Joalin, led & koeg-rurining
ORI Chsd SiERing the right for gaysio
Eaarry. Lat month Labour MP Louies Wall
Entrechicing bher Bill o allow gxy marrhsg:,
paid tritagge o tha padr

Beimng gy, says Ms Bowan, has causesd
Rt e ol il prodilisnd in Kapith Just
abouf everything else, though, bos
Imfiariated iommone.

Theaw have beiwi vicknt guarrels abori
dveripeneling. broken promises, the water
sugply, motorways, and the threaiened
flooding of cosstal properties.

Henoe the sign on Stuis Highway | near
Thir e, macinge “T8 the FODC Ot of
Cenbral™ 19 cleas U eageactid aniwer
Yem

15 iyt Bt by B billboard which, as
ahay sayvs, b olberionaly been placed to
oonfront herT

"Nao." Mt Howan says, koking faintly
bothared.

ol el ol stage of my Bfe™ (she's juit
Furmisd €3 Hogl s 18 ™ lesppaodryted ™,

“The reality s that there's & lot golng oa
up hiere,” sk tells The Doemdmion Py

"Thint Tkt Bapiny dArives by @ councsl (et
T ooeEn Ferernd el oo and fopeakehit
Woo mie ikt & districot that feeded oortain

things to hugppen. Tiere b i
considerabls procmri-arbos for sooms i
o blg leuss such ne 5wy ared other
infrastrocboral et St Peded o b
dealf fo, So s Uike 8 peefect viorm - our
e hwd oo,

M Rowan has plsty of sopporters and
dhifenders, of o,

“This i proba by S most coherent
conarech] amed the one fust's worioed baat
togpether of amy we've hud in Kapitl,” sys
Livwryir Nl B Sond, (e chudrenam of the
Wi e amuse Comemum ity B, =T raroower
and in-fightng that used & daminaie
ool et dosn T DooE BV T,

Ochars polet ol tha Ma Howan, &
|iberal, has s o work well with e
hiroadly ooemerat v ool

But thife 55 Ales Beage of orit ko, Wihite
NES Fowss Direds olarage, (hery sos
Arrogpanse. Whsre N5 Rowan fneds
GO EDEEE, 1y S brodoer proenindes &
betrayal of trust. Where the shagor (ineds

So will the mayor

stand again in 20137

I'm not answering
that, she says
bluntly, before
softening a little.
‘I've got Christmas
time to think about
i.tli

“10's e bt b alber Sebacle alber
detuncle ™ wans bocal Lieyer Chrlatopber
Hrthae

The Cighit bn Eagitl, aa Mr Foathe s sengant
rehrme makes clear, s mof @ Bathe among
thae bubchion of Saepy Holkow

The dastrict bs full of retinod professorads
froe Wellisgton, xn arthoobsde Buancl wihss
v o pedithead uarieT

“Thary all Krsow o B0 et o
siabrnisaion,™ Mi Fowan sy,

o s Kapitl a tired odd persna’ [l
althouagh ouptiiders tend R s 10 That way [
I ineoredsiSgly hofe 55 VolEg poopes,
CoTTUTATS OF refugrss: Broen e capliaal wiho
gl 3 preen Difeaty e among the disericTs
bt b il Ewiby

G hEi Fowan i srrouneded by peopde
s e pond Ealicers woith poditional
T e, Sirong views, aned bobe of
Eformarid b Burl Nowondder e Dghiing
i Ty s Beieter

CUNTINELS G

E

Insight

-

Fornatight, they finc] hotcksery

- L

THIE DOMINION POST | SATURDAY, OCTORER 6 2012

&

Critics claim
council is

out of control feg
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L4 000 REASONS FOR AN UPROAR
The Dominion Posr rovesded in Lase

January that KGR chid executihne
Par Dougherty had quietly podckted a
$44,000 pay rise. The VB2 per cent
Ecreass book his pay from: §241.000 b
e, 000, ConmeciBiors had signid of
thae dial s & meoting the pabdls wis
e hudhed o

Thene wos alresdy trouble sl
cherapending on councl ballding
projects, Chrkstchurch Clty Counci
had 55 & g prodest wien i
snmounced o SO0 pay rise (144 per
cenl) o s chdef execustive Tony
MarTyai

Seoims 300 poopde marched and
raged in Eaplil and sooording to
mrws roporss, ledt Mis Rowan visibly
sy iosd. B irsnenan Don Smity
Beapeed cos® off this epgrovd amel wollod at
e <iow Beive b veomr fispers in
our potkets [of years, Lock affer yous
FARGATTS,

Niary Cooper, €1, wis on her frst
il 5] £he was angry

“Thusie paOpie are not clvic-
Eniradid, ™ sk safid then, =They are not
there for the people.”

Ml e Blarmeor, 71, eabd *What
rhary sure Ao He b wWong,
sbenlutely wrong.®

Even sommne Eppesior of the
oo B oppased Bty and still do,
Veteran lecal body poldkcian Bery
wan Gaslem, ot B the sl
etnteswoenan of the dlstrict, says the
mnayor and the oouncil are prnemily
Bodnig & pood job — but they wars
wrong o Bhi pay rise.

The whaobe luisds for comgmrisg
bocad body salarses sedeh the priviie
ctor B wrane. ik sk Busioess
prediind prociocts abh las, SRl

o Digpord Ditairess in Kaphtd, We
el 1o b mhle doabtriact gquality
people 1o mnamage that for o, 1 thisk
Eererally poople dom 't eee te cosedl
I that Dight. We are & 5080 million
srcser] by, Sy Esaoiame,

352 crnployoo baciness

W werd hosking a1 & CEO that
s af i BoDioam of the Salary rasge
[EEA1.000]). Teo retaln hikm we nooded 1o
Ecroass hla anlary.™

s wes Mr Dougherty chreptoning
10 resign i e didin't get the IncressaT
"o, - et oErlaliesy hasn't ndkcatesd
that hes buving There's too muock
going on here for that. 1t's a wery
inferesting fob. Bt if wo needed 0 g0
ot and ne-sdvertiss wo woiild have o
e Ui SALAT b 1 A rct ke
port of poople wo weee looking for.™

Shee afroes that settlng the waliry
15 3 et call 5o oouldn sl
Feave Jugd fodd M Dowgherty, “Somy.

inses are toaigh &l wou Ties the jobs,
3 thide's Bo bk pay riss™

M Fowen peoces ared says Wi
&0 you want me osyT That e
coursas we ool have Ealeen.” So why
didn't they? "Wel, e just didn’ *
Why? “Becnase we belleve this man
s earTiing bis EHoEey."

I Clerpitcknireh, the saory
eventually foooed Mir Marmyatt fo
reluctansly turm &ow his mise. s
Fapisy, Mbr Dogigheety st hii.

Als Rownn sas i handsight i
Frgl Fave B Betber (o plos ks
5 Inoreade, Shee allso says they
wodalin't bavee faced the doesmma i
e previons councl had mot bees
“umnwilling o have any aabsianilal
mcreases in amybody's alary af all”.

o did she s mavor during that
poriod malee an e 15 Bed dolng
thls” “260, Nm not 2AMATInG AN armor.
o disaling with & deenicratk prooeas
whare {hore wore Fobs dmuncllons
wanilng o held & than nod.™ She s
b was o ambered, "

WATLE AND FIRE

Water canses vholenl =rgument in
Hapit, bocause the area i3 growring
faad, the Walkarnss Hiver s smal asd
thero o8 & ril darger of shorisges.
Hoer to ersure supply at a reasonabla
oot hae caassd years of quarrelling,
Witer melers are ihe Laib-polnt.
Kapitl Bland gaide Jackis Elliott,
who lasd year sfpanasd a petition
with meode thak 7000 sipsarures call
ing for @ referendien oo mrlers, s
scathing sbouat the mayor's perfors-
hn,

"l hamded that peibiion to s
mayor and the mayor posed for the
camerns and sbe said, “We will not
mare this potitsen” - and she did,”
i M B, Her kbl Erolp Eapt-
i Concrrmed Citipons plassd the bill
boare] ciatabde e MULES otiss.

T group wimils “10 biing dimoc-

p *

racy back fo the coast” saps Mx
EllZoit.

M= Bowan aid her ommc] ki be-
come & FURawEY rals, recklessly
spending ratepayers’ money and
rking op debt “that ever my chil
dren Ealght mad be akle to0 ropay o
thabr lFimes™. Ms Rowsn has
Brcken ber proenlses mad 0 bring |n
oy maters, My ElNot sy

“thie has leet the faith and the
gl of the public and the respoect
of it public. Theres mno g will laft
ot gl ™

Certalnly there i fary aboat
melers. In Aprll, 140 probesera
stormed Into (b councll’s olflses and
asccused it of bebaving “like Nazis™,
Michasl Scoft aye “ike ossncl
should mot have opted for waber
mebers g the groundtwell mgainss
thams Whal It looked [Be wea woe
wers having metsrs corse hell or high
waber,”

N R enys the pouncdl did oot
senore e pelition

“We ook that info acooant. whikh
i all =e Fonve o do with petitons.
Bt thie Bita. Bave booass very desr
- pol 03 Install wane meors woaki
ool anly By in the Mie of Conser

afford o immedistely go out and
Tl & Ay wilh B mde [Credas,
Buge keg-term mite Inoreaies. S0 we
made ke decksiom o pul wafer
meders ™

wm;; of tha critic, she says

=Wl T mot eure that the whole
00 shpratures on thad pelibon were
legitimate * Ms EBowan coumbers.
=Havertheless, MO0 or 5000 or 3000 sz
nabarms fa 2 Jot 0 ¢oncmde that™

il offlces in Parspasaise and & mew
£ agaatic conire nosshy

My Riths calls the spetellBg o8
mew officss extravegant - “They
should be doing their besic thicss
right rether than spending =money
wikdhy®

&z Rowsn siys “there 5 mever &
mimmm the bullding of &

Howeves, the bullding hﬂ- dn

Tolady, I Boe BB
However, she glsa T el
did ek 3 mistake 1= calling it a

mfurbicheemt. [ was more or less
demollihed, belng reduced Lo Qi
foundations and skeleton and thea re
bailt
“Wi've condedad publkly we

il hairve psed stronper Bnpaiges”

The mayor sars she was vy upe
et wisen the ariginal ool aatimate
For the v ballaieg ruermed) ool 0o be
SImy Do oA WEE CORTFRCES. W i,
e polnts o guanlily survey mis
ks by conuantiants, But th ldoa of &
b oot blowout on the bulldieg &
"n mvih©.

However, thi dounc U does oomoeds
& substantinl increase - aboul fém
with the sguatic centre. Again, M
Fowan saye comaltants got the arig
Rl quesnny UMy asiimabis “guie
salatamially wrong™

My Dougherty told The Damésion
Pey ey gouncl] Sinff wese alis Al
Pkt kn baothy projects. Ty had fadled
e pick wp the quaniy arveyors
miahike, The ooumcil's project Euam
agemient "oould kave boen begter™.

Jackie Elliott says ithe coumcil
eacald simaly shift in%e the much
cheaper bullding outslds Parapara
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= Thie southm and of e Beisfnerd Kaoll Expretaay route 2 Raumat] 3 plas

which has 0l S communiy

i vaikhed by Whithrela Polytecy.
mks. Im Eect, the mavror and other offfy
clals weork in the prefab bulldinagm
there Bow, Wallng for the new civils
centre. The building is entiredy usp.
sazitabde, says Ms Rowsn - and thoen
comsed B Anah of Erbiniioe

"I have io say that that is ihgg
constal attitude that probably hags
brouglal @ hupge gried in ving fio
catch up, which weve been doing in

i

the kst alx yeirs - sosssthing cheap
an] nasty! Short-cul. asy short-gof | |

ibort-cuts cheap and nod well de
idgmid and dedisiialy rot conEshcted to
any verall biggst pictare of where
thid diesrict & setunlly headleg. ™

THE RESING TIDE

The Iadead tatide s over & roport thal
s BI00 coartal propertios i Kapd-
tl are at risk of srosion of insndetion
!

By Tha “rplrbinkas Maphi Comt
District Coumcal oivie Bubcing. lef, wall 224k
o than onginaly ampectsd

properti withosl Warning AT
firse. In effech, ey say, the oouncll
has wwdermined the lindowsers'
property values withont consuiisiton.

Mr Ruihe, who is helsing ss up &
g of alfeohed PropETy ouneTs, b
brves the councl's deciEion (5 open Lo
legal challenge. The coumcil cluimed
it b B0 place B Information on the
Linls immsediately oF B coudd face
legal action from property boers.
However, Mr Rutha, & bwyer, &%
this visretwbhbs e = sl Enposed™

He abuy suys the report i oflen
I-mnﬁ ;rt bils own case, the w:;l
i s Parsparsumse proger
“had been bosing the Batthe with (he
i3l rise at ihe rage of O0m & year
sincw E0E. That wioidld bere the waber
rot G from sy boange door, In Bt
i's 300 el pwEy.”

The goisp &< not want @ take
gl mseton spuingt tee coundil “he-
cgte of e ipopdinade expenes, nof
only W thees making the challenge
B ey B AAvolve LS o PRIOREyere
Bt ihee coumicl hos ehowin “pobal s
gance in theldr refiasal 1o Iy 1o mgaee
nany knd of contructive dlalogoe .

ALs Bowiam savs slempdy Chat the

Ancthet gosini B
ot o pay el

ey
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Py fise TRere mere angry prabests ower
B CEX 544 000yt

councll bad oo choloa, The Govern-
ment required afl keal coumcils to
urdertake the ool hooard s
ment and the bw reguired them to
puf the information on LDs

“Poopdd are kaving this & a Jur-
prkse snad they're shocked and Bl
el Well, with ithe: prestest of respect.
whEE You DUy & propoeiTy on ths onesl
. .. poopls aterdutely ERow they're in
a high hazard Fone.”

They shoulds't Bsve bessn s
prised, she ssys, The council had
been wamning for vears abowt the
ooastal haznrs rewien.

She won't sooept Mr Buthe's cluim
that the ooundil is spoding for & legnl
confiroatation. =1 don't want a flght
withar.”

Sk savs she wolkoomes dlsosadon
with e bandoraoers, and wants both
ililes %0 bring tholr experia 03 the
tahib 4o diseving amy clakesed
“Tm r‘-'l.-'l-l"-'ﬂ'ﬂ'i"ﬂl-ﬁﬂ!l' & medlisior, B
Eegntintor.”

S di bodk siedes of the delbate bave
the mrong dea abowl esch other?

“Well, the Lass Fime Mr Borthe siood
i Bromnt of ma heé sald the most dread.
fal thisgs. So i bhe wants, [ cas have
a cip of e any day of the wol.”

MOTORWAYS AND PROMISES

There s o red-hot e on wivch
Ma Rowan la Bapoy o ademl sha's
dore & U-fussy the expressway thal
Econcemic  Dewelopment  Minlster
Stoven Jovor wants to “bulidoze
through Haplt™, She had alawys op
pos] the expressway, which would
mawe State Highway 1 westoards and
throaih the beart of Raumatl Para
panainy seal Walkanks, Insiesd, she
i QRN Nefp mrbesem B kg and Mol

l, wikiie a
the Tcrers 1.
he diEtrien o s waEt

Bt sl swiichod oy for tactical
reascnd, sho says, “io try and make a
il paares oun of o plg's sar™.

By being imside Ow fenl rather
than outsile protesting, she says, the
coancll kas been able o gt 4 mech
Bapiter ret

“Weve hod mabr danges o de
dgn, Landseaping. and sboiss to oycie
ways, walkway and bridewsrs™

The Save Hapiti lobby group
whilch oppoesss (ke sxpresawmy, sy 1
ancerstandds why Mi Eowen made
i prasmare feiich "o make i
beat of 3 bad Jol™,

Pt s provp’s Blarsn Begovich
iy they feel le down It had become
clegr that the comxmuminy opposed 15
sapresywny, = We don want i and we
don't eebiad FL”

Ma Rowan sgroes she ool have
oot i ety outeido and profost, rely-
img on her posimion & BKapsils duly
edocted representative. Buf 50 per
cend of this commimnisy wantsd the
exprissway”, se 1ayn adly.

~Thils bvni b divided KapliL and
1 1h|_|1::_ that's one of (he seddost
thimgs. It Bas apdritnally divided a8
and W will pheesionlly divide w5
wedl,”

Haas" aho pulfered pediticnl dam
age by swibtching® =Oh, of ooures
there's boen podifical damage.” she
e, “Absoiutely, yea® My own ol

, v mp

il me, evarythisg el told ms, and
| dom’t migrel (e decision for one
mlmute.

That's ko | fosl penerally. There
are cirtadn things that peed to be
deme. And that™s where [ goess 1 was
s weasaing b sy 1o yeu, T've pod &
viry interesting and couragedis
oLl

“Tough decirions have boen made,
very hard declsbons have Teen mads
Irmidie @ neessdon and 1 sfasd by adl of
the declzlons.”

Eapil bad a ket of work b o0 10
catch up, she ewys, and pow i has
camght wp.

%o will the sayor stard sgain in
MY “Tm not mawering hat, b
iy blanrly, before sofening a litthe
“Fyve it Chrisimas e to thigk
abow 2"

Hes the cumudstive «fect of the
badides bown B0 Ehreaden hor T

“Asmaming Uve gol & oaresy, I'm
=] nﬂm.l.h]mﬂa.:-:flh.nwl I've
been; in politics sinoe | was 17 8nd e
h.l-d .: 5|'|Ti.|-r1.1:-‘. journey in my bife,

S'hq,- ey sl Bl “Tepst I the gum
all the vima™ Letaly, sl of her ag
*I'm petzing & bit philosophboal about
& few things, sspociadly with grand-
chibdiren apd o on”,

This soursds wistfial a hing of re
tiremment, bt she won™ elaboeaie.
Dicee the dremched polisician want io
come ot of the storm™ We will Bave
B walt amd bl

- b
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